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OPENING STATEMENT 

Introduction 

There are two topics of paramount 

importance for the Council to engage 

with. Both topics deal with increasing 

threats to human rights which deserve the 

Council’s time and concern.  

The first topic is “Human Trafficking – A 

Global Multi-dimensional Threat”. This 

contemporary form of slavery is increasing 

in alliance with globalization. Several 

human rights are violated by this 

dehumanizing practice and offenders prey 

on the weakest and most vulnerable. 

Together, we can act as an advocate for 

the trafficking victims who deserve our 

attention and help by rescuing, 

rehabilitating and restoring their lives.  

The second topic is “Risks, Rights and 

Regulation of Agricultural Biotechnology”. 

Today’s world is facing the urgent need to 

feed its growing population and reduce 

widespread poverty, hunger and 

starvation. Agricultural Biotechnology the 

so-called gene revolution is the solution 

for reducing income poverty and feed the 

world. However, agricultural 

biotechnology involves several risks along 

with the enormous benefits. These risks 

are threatening human rights and 

therefore the Council has to act in order to 

ensure the correct implementation of 

biotechnology in agriculture especially 

bearing in mind the needs of the poor.                

 

 

 

 

History of the Committee 

The United Nations Human Rights Council 

(UNHRC) is a newly established inter-

governmental body within the UN system. 

The Council is the successor of the United 

Nations Commission on Human Rights and 

was created on 15 March 2006 by the UN 

General Assembly. Addressing situations 

of human rights violation and making 

recommendations on them to the General 

Assembly are the main purposes of the 

Council. 47 States are represented, 

elected to strengthen the promotion and 

protection of human rights in the world. 

On 18 June 2007 the Council adopted new 

guidelines in its “Institution-building 

package”. New features of the Human 

Rights Council are: 

 

 Universal Periodic Review which 

assesses the human rights situations 

in all 192 UN Member States, 

 Advisory Committee which provides 

the Council with expertise and advice 

on thematic human rights issues, 

 Complaints Procedure which allows 

individuals and organizations to bring 

complains about human rights 

violations.  

 

The UN Special Procedures established by 

the former Commission on Human Rights 

will be continued by the Council.  

The focus of the Council will be in assisting 

Member States complying with their 

obligations towards human rights through 

dialogue, capacity building and technical 

assistance.    
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TOPIC AREA A:  

HUMAN TRAFFICKING – A GLOBAL 

MULTI-DIMENSIONAL THREAT  

Statement and Discussion of the Problem 

Scope and Nature of Modern-Day Slavery 

Modern-day slavery bases on the thought 

that some people are less than human. It 

deprives people of their human rights and 

freedom and is therefore a crime against 

humanity. Exploitation of a person for 

profit by means of fraud, force or coercion 

is the reality of human trafficking. Targets 

of human traffickers are the most 

vulnerable members of society, mostly 

young women and children. The minority 

of exploitation victims are adult men 

which are unfortunately often overlooked.  

Victim’s nationalities are extremely 

diverse. Victims can be trafficked cross-

border or already within their own 

countries. No country is immune to this 

phenomenon whether as a country of 

origin, transit or destination.    

Globalization has fueled this shadow 

economy over the past decade which has 

now reached epidemic proportions. 

Reliable statistics on the magnitude of 

human trafficking at any level are elusive, 

due to the problem’s clandestine nature. 

Estimations of the scope by the 

International Labor Organization (ILO) 

account with 12.3 million people in forced 

labor, bonded labor, forced child labor, 

and sexual servitude. However, there is a 

large disparity between the known cases 

and estimates of trafficking in persons 

ranging from 4 million to 27 million. The 

United States Department of State’s 

“Trafficking in Persons” (TIP) report 

estimated for the year 2005 that 600,000 

till 800,000 people were trafficked across 

international borders [1].  

Numbers of trafficked persons are 

frightening and estimates for the multi-

billion dollar market accentuate the 

severity of this problem. $32 billion are 

estimated if both the sale of individuals 

and the value of their exploited labor or 

service are taken into account [1]. Sex 

trafficking alone is estimated at $7 billion 

per year and Interpol has even given a 

higher estimative of $19 billion annually. 

In 2005, the International Labor 

Organization (ILO) issued a report that 

estimates profits from sex trafficking at 

$217.8 billion a year or $23,000 per victim.  

UNHCR’s focus together with UNDOC, is 

first and foremost, on addressing this 

crime, regardless of the severity of the 

phenomenon and the beginning for 

combating this crime is in defining the 

elements of trafficking in persons in order 

to develop a greater understanding of 

what must be recognized as part of this 

global dehumanizing and inherently 

harmful practice [2].        

 

Defining Human Trafficking 

The United Nations Protocol to Prevent, 

Suppress and Punish Trafficking in 

Persons, Especially Women and Children 

(Trafficking in Persons Protocol) defines 

trafficking in persons for the purpose of 

providing a common basis.  
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Article 3, paragraph (a) defines Trafficking 

in Persons as the recruitment, 

transportation, transfer, harbouring or 

receipt of persons, by means of the threat 

or use of force or other forms of coercion, 

of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the 

abuse of power or of a position of 

vulnerability or of the giving or receiving 

of payments or benefits to achieve the 

consent of a person having control over 

another person, for the purpose of 

exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at 

a minimum, the exploitation of the 

prostitution of others or other forms of 

sexual exploitation, forced labour or 

services, slavery or practices similar to 

slavery, servitude or the removal of organs 

[3].  

 

Please note that in analyzing this issue, the 

focus should be on the exploitation and on 

the control of a person through force, 

fraud or coercion – not on the movement 

of that person since servitude can also 

occur without the latter.   

Regarding the consent of victims the 

Trafficking in Persons Protocol declares 

that the consent of the victim is irrelevant 

where the use of means, as in the 

definition of trafficking in persons, is 

established. The Protocol also excludes 

any possibility of consent from a victim 

under the age of 18 [3].  

Smuggling of migrants is often 

confounded with human trafficking. There 

are three important differences in order to 

distinguish between those forms of 

migration. First difference is the consent. 

Smuggled migrants consented on the 

dangerous conditions while trafficking 

victims never consented or if they 

consented, the initial conditions were 

altered by the trafficker. Second 

difference is the exploitation. Smuggling 

ends with the migrants’ arrival at their 

destination, whereas trafficking involves 

the ongoing exploitation of the victim for 

profit. Transnationality is the third 

difference. Smuggling is always 

transnational and trafficking can also 

occur within the same state without 

movement of the person.            

   

Major Forms of Trafficking in Persons 

Forced Labor 

Unemployment, poverty, crime, 

discrimination, corruption, political 

conflict and cultural acceptance of the 

practice have increased forced labor 

victims. Immigrants can be vulnerable 

targets; however forced labor often occurs 

Figure 1: Three constituting parts of human trafficking 

definition (UNDOC Trafficking in Persons: Global 

Patterns, April 2006) 
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within a country. Victims are subjected to 

involuntary servitude for instance working 

in a factory or domestic households. This 

form of human trafficking can be harder to 

identify and estimate than sex trafficking 

due to its different dimensions.    

 

Bonded Labor and Dept Bondage  

To keep a person under subjugation the 

traffickers often apply a bond or dept as a 

form of coercion. This form of exploitation 

often begins with the traffickers 

demanding for an initial illegal dept which 

the workers assume as part of the 

contract. Migrant workers are the most 

vulnerable to dept bondage.  

 

 

 

Figure 2: Some of the over 1,000 people enslaved for 
over a year in a brick kiln in China's Shanxi Province and 
beaten by their employers. 

 

Involuntary Domestic Servitude 

Domestic workers can be forced by 

coercive means to servitude. Children are 

particularly vulnerable to this exploitation. 

Domestic servitude occurs in private 

homes and is therefore extremely difficult 

to regulate by public authorities.  

 

 

Forced Child Labor 

Child labor as a light work is accepted by 

several national laws and international 

organizations. Other forms of child labor 

are unacceptable and forced child labor 

even more. The sale and trafficking of 

children is strictly interdicted.    

 

 

Child Soldiers 

Child soldiers are recruited by means of 

force to be exploited as forced workers or 

sex slaves in conflict areas. An UNICEF 

estimative accounts on 300,000 children 

under the age of 18 which are exploited as 

child soldiers in over 30 armed conflicts in 

the world. This is a global phenomenon 

which is worst in Africa and Asia. The 

victim’s individual physical and 

psychological consequences are 

devastating and often irreversible.      

 

Sex Trafficking and Prostitution 

Sex trafficking is the major form of 

exploitation in contemporary slavery. The 

demand for prostitution rises with every 

second in the world. Prostitution 

considered as a legitimate form of work is 

still dehumanizing and still represents a 

violation of the fundamental human 

rights.     

 

Children Exploited for Commercial Sex and 

Child Sex Tourism 

The commercial sexual exploitation of 

children is prohibited worldwide, 

regardless of circumstances. There are 



 

5 
 

more than two million children each year 

exploited in the global sex trade. Another 

form of children exploitation for sexual 

purposes is the child sex tourism (CST). 

This practice involves costumers that 

travel from their country of origin to 

another country in order to engage in 

commercial sex acts with children. These 

sex offenders come from all social-

economic backgrounds.     

 

Human Trafficking – A Violation of Human 

Rights 

Human trafficking is foremost an 

infringement of the dignity and integrity of 

the individual. It involves practices 

prohibited in every country which violate 

fundamental human rights such as the 

right to life, to equality, dignity and 

security; the right to health; the right to 

freedom of movement; freedom from 

violence and abuse; and the right to be 

recognized as a person before the law. A 

human rights approach in combating 

trafficking in persons is placing the victim 

at the centre of our consideration and our 

concern. This is stated at the 

Recommended Principles and Guidelines 

on Human Rights and Human Trafficking, 

developed by OHCHR in 2002 [4]. 

All States are obligated to protect the 

rights of their citizens and to safeguard 

the most vulnerable from exploitation. 

Dignity and accorded rights of exploitation 

victims are to be restored. Therefore the 

impact of law, policy, practice or measure 

on the victims is to be considered at every 

stage. The fronts of this combat are 

discrimination and unjust distribution of 

power which increase the vulnerability of 

individuals to trafficking.             

 

Past UN Actions 

In March 1999 the Global Programme 

against Trafficking in Human Beings was 

designed by the Centre for International 

Crime Prevention (CICP), in collaboration 

with the United Nations Interregional 

Crime and Justice Research Institute 

(UNICRI). The programme’s main keys are 

data collection and assessment and 

technical cooperation in order to assist 

Member States combating the increasing 

threat of transnational organized crime 

and the combined arising slave trade.  

A milestone in combating transnational 

organized crime was the UN Convention 

Against Transnational Organized Crime 

adopted by the resolution 55/25 of 

November 2000. The comprised Protocol 

to Prevent, Suppress and Punish 

Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women 

and Children defines human trafficking in 

order to create a common basis to prevent 

trafficking, protect the victims and 

prosecute the offenders. The Protocol was 

signed by 133 countries and each is 

committed and responsible for the 

identification of victims, the investigation 

and prosecution of traffickers and the 

provision of victims with access to justice.  

The OHCHR presented the Recommended 

Principles and Guidelines on Human Rights 

and Human Trafficking to ECOSOC in order 

to provide rights-based policy guidance on 

the prevention of trafficking and the 

protection of victims. The integration of a 

human rights perspective into national, 
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regional and international anti-trafficking 

laws, policies and interventions is then 

facilitated [4]. Another strategy is to 

address the roots of human trafficking 

which are the aforementioned factors 

increasing vulnerability and the “demand” 

side which sustains the market for human 

trafficking.            

 

 

Figure 3: Past UN Action - "Giving Voice to the Victims 
and Survivors of Human Trafficking" in October 2009 

   

Questions a Resolution Must Answer 

The United Nations Human Rights Council 

faces the growing threat of trafficking in 

persons. Every trafficking victim had its 

human rights violated and support on the 

recovery of human dignity is often not 

provided as desired. Here are the 

questions the Council should address in 

any resolution: 

 How can be ensured that rescued 

trafficking victims are not 

subjected to additional 

exploitation after being entrusted 

to an NGO or government agency 

of care? 

 How can minor trafficking victim’s 

assistance and protection during 

their reintegration process be 

improved in order to facilitate the 

physical and psychological 

recovery of the most vulnerable? 

 What is the most effective way to 

ensure that the victim’s human 

rights are respected through the 

complete reintegration procedure 

and that more attention is paid to 

the victim’s essential needs?   

 How can UNHCR guarantee that 

the protection of all victims, 

including foreign nationals, is 

carried out by the governments 

without exceptions, (e.g. North 

Koreans in P. R. China)?  

 What responsibilities do source 

and destination countries have to 

assume when dealing with 

trafficking of migrant workers? 

Does the inclusion of specific 

measures to prevent trafficking in 

persons in the governments 

bilateral agreements solve the 

problem of trafficking being 

occurring under the context of 

legal transnational labor 

migration?   

 How can UNHCR eradicate the 

“root causes” mainly the factors 

which increase vulnerability of the 

individual and the demand which 

maintains this shadow economy?   

 How can public awareness in this 

matter be increased so that 

vulnerable and typical target 

persons of human trafficking can 

protect themselves? What is the 

most effective strategy to gain the 
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attention of this audience 

properly?    

 Should economic sanctions be 

applied on countries which do not 

fully comply with the minimum 

standards set out by the TIP report 

and are not doing significant 

efforts in combating trafficking? 

 

Suggestions for further Research  

For a proper start delegates may first 

enter the UN Human Right Council 

Website. Here the fundamentals of human 

rights under the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights among other official 

resources can be found. On the UNHRC 

Website delegates may also find 

information from the Special Rapporteur 

on trafficking in persons, especially 

women and children. Of main importance 

are the Recommended Principles and 

Guidelines on Human Rights and Human 

Trafficking developed by the OHCHR. The 

guidelines and their implementation are 

within the framework of the Trafficking in 

Persons Protocol which can be checked at 

the UNDOC Website. The UNDOC Website 

also contains several important 

information regarding human trafficking 

and other related transnational organized 

crimes. Moreover, the United States 

Department of State’s “Trafficking in 

Persons” (TIP) report gives a 

comprehensive insight into the 

phenomenon and presents a variety of 

case studies. For a better understanding of 

the victim’s experiences and in order to 

place victims in the centre of international 

action delegates may listen to the stories 

told by several trafficking victims under 

the Special GA event “Giving Voice to 

Victims and Survivors of Human 

Trafficking”.      

  

TOPIC AREA B: RISKS, RIGHTS AND 

REGULATION OF AGRICULTURAL 

BIOTCHNOLOGY 

Statement and Discussion of the Problem 

Gene Revolution – Benefits and Risks 

The UN Convention on Biological Diversity, 

adopted in 1992, defines biotechnology as 

“any technology application that uses 

biological systems, living organisms, or 

derivatives thereof, to make or modify 

products or processes to specific use”. 

Biotechnology and its new knowledge 

enable scientists to modify the very 

building blocks of life – the genes.  

After the first green revolution between 

1960 and 1975 introduced new varieties 

that doubled or tripled yields and the 

second green revolution, from 1975 to 

1990s, developed crops with stress 

tolerance and resistance to pests and 

disease, the gene revolution has arrived. 

This last revolution offers a wide range of 

possibilities for further amplifying the 

previous revolutions. Benefits of modern 

biotechnology in agriculture are the 

increase in crop yields and quality which 

can reduce poverty and 

undernourishment. In addition, it quickens 

the pace of conventional plant breeding 

methods and the ability to diagnose plant 

pathogens is improved. Further, 

agricultural biotechnology allows the 
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production of environment friendly 

biofertilizers and biopesticides.  

Like any scientific discovery, 

biotechnology also poses risks. Several 

concerns are raised such as the potential 

impacts of biotechnology on the poor, on 

human and animal health and on the 

environment. Regarding the risks for the 

poor, every farmer can profit from new 

technologies. It depends on the socio-

political situation in the country, how 

biotechnology will affect the different 

social groups. If the majority of land 

belongs to a little minority of the 

population and credit services for instance 

are only available to big landowners, 

indeed new technologies in agriculture will 

deepen poverty and widen the income gap 

between small and large farmers. Strategic 

interventions are required in order to 

ensure that green biotechnology is pro-

poor. Further, considering human and 

animal health, there are still no conclusive 

evidences to show that any of the 

transgenes found in genetically modified 

foods are injurious to humans. However, 

these conclusions can be considered as 

premature since chances to analyze 

genetically modified food’s long-term 

damages were yet not given. 

Environmental concerns include effects 

such as reduced biological diversity, 

antibiotic resistant bugs, gene leakages 

and the sustainability of agriculture using 

genetically modified seeds. 

Due to the several implications of 

biotechnology, great divergences exist 

among governments. Governments from 

the United Kingdom and United States 

support biotechnology and its applications 

while several industrial countries, mainly 

in Europe, remain opposed. Moreover 

several international organizations such as 

the Consultative Group on International 

Agricultural Research, the Food and 

Agricultural Organization, the Organization 

for Economic Co-operation and 

Development and the United Nations 

Development Programme also strongly 

support agricultural biotechnology. The 

strong opposition has even established 

restrictions on modern agricultural 

technology, e.g. a moratorium by the 

European Union on the approval of 

commercial use of genetically modified 

foods. Ongoing debates over genetically 

modified food focus on risks to human 

health and environment. Concerns of 

developing countries to this issue are 

almost ignored on such debates.  

All in all, still having serious concerns 

about the impact of agricultural 

biotechnology and its risks, the benefits 

are likely to outstrip these concerns [5].                         

 

Making Green Biotechnology Pro-Poor 

In order to increase the actual benefits 

from agricultural biotechnology in 

reducing poverty, the target social group 

for this new revolution must be the poor 

farmers. Agricultural biotechnology has 

yet been released in only a few countries. 

The concentration of biotechnological 

crop fields relies on the fact that large 

private sector firms which invest in 

biotechnology research, targeted 

wealthier countries in the temperate-

zone. Initially, agricultural research was 

not considered one of the prior issues for 
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developing countries and the international 

community and therefore poor farmers 

for instance in the tropics were not 

considered attractive costumers.  

As mentioned before, agricultural 

biotechnology is capable of helping 

smallholder farmers emerge from poverty. 

An interesting example of making high-

yielding varieties accessible for the poor 

farmers is “seeds without sex”. This new 

technology bases on the naturally 

occurring ability of some plant species to 

reproduce asexually. This phenomenon 

called apoximis leads to hybrid plants 

which are capable of cloning themselves 

without requiring pollination. Apoximis 

prevents genetic dilution and therefore 

farmers could reuse their own seeds 

without fearing the associated yield 

reduction of second generation seeds. This 

new technology would help poor farmers 

by freeing them from the burden of 

purchasing new hybrid seeds every 

season.  

Nevertheless, there are also types of 

biotechnology which could deepen 

poverty as for instance the terminator 

gene technology. This new technology was 

designed to prevent seed reproduction 

and thus ensure repeated seed purchases 

[5]. Small farmers however are not in the 

financial position of buying new seeds 

every year and are therefore dependent 

on avaricious multinationals. This 

immensely feared threat to humanity 

already occurred. The world biggest seed 

supplier and agricultural products 

company, the Monsanto Company, 

developed this new technology together 

with two other agricultural research 

companies. Public awareness was raised 

by the media about this emerging threat 

to poor farmers and Monsanto Company 

was forced to pledge in 1999 not to 

commercialize the terminator technology 

[6]. However, ongoing terminator gene 

experiments in India are frightening local 

farmers and already 200,000 farmer 

suicides in India due to financial debts are 

registered to be in direct connection with 

not reproductive genetically modified 

seeds. 

These two examples illustrate how urgent 

it is to ensure that benefits of genetically 

modified crops are fully realized by both 

farmers and consumers before they are 

commercially released.  

Another threat for developing countries is 

the patenting of genes which blocks the 

access to materials for research. This so-

called biopiracy leads to the concentrated 

ownership of crop seed production 

capacity leaving developing countries 

behind in biotechnological development.   

So it is of paramount importance for 

governments to carefully understand the 

conditions under which biotechnology 

would be pro-poor and develop strategies 

to increase the potential benefits for the 

poor.  

Stories of Success and of Human Rights 

Violation   

Nutritional and health benefits are the 

main qualities of genetically modified 

food. In developing regions such as Africa 

hundreds of thousands of people suffer 

from malnutrition and for instance 

deficiency in vitamin A and iron. Today 

vitamin A deficiency affects 800 million 

people and every year it causes blindness 
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to half a million children and two million 

deaths. This is a reality in regions where 

rice is the staple; because rice does not 

contain provitamin A. Agricultural 

biotechnology has introduced all the 

genes necessary to establish biochemical 

pathways for the biosynthesis of beta-

carotene in the so-called golden rice. 

Another example of transgenic rice 

enhancing world’s nutrition is the high-

iron rice. Iron deficiency - anemia affects 3 

billion people worldwide. The 

implementation of higher iron content 

into rice proved to be quite difficult. 

However, scientists overcame all barriers 

nature had imposed and now 

biotechnological altered alimentation can 

help the poorest out of malnutrition and 

care for global health.  

An additional example for agricultural 

biotechnology implemented with success 

and in favor of the poor is the production 

of environmentally friendly biofertilizers 

and biopesticides. These new acquisitions 

rely on a mechanism which allows plants 

to produce their own nitrogen fertilizer by 

enabling nitrogen fixation using a 

bacterium which symbiotically grows in 

plant’s roots, and producing pesticides by 

using the potent proteins of a bacterium 

called Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt), e.g. Bt-

cotton. The latter toxins are only harmful 

to pests and are safe for humans and 

animals. 

However, agricultural biotechnology also 

poses risks and human rights violation in 

this field is increasing. Every individual has 

amongst others the right to food and the 

right to food security. Agricultural 

biotechnology has already harmed human 

integrity and dignity. As aforementioned 

Bt-cotton cultivation in India has raised 

several issues to this concern. 

Multinationals are applying the dark sides 

of biotechnology in order to profit by 

exploring poor farmers who were actually 

meant to be profiting most from new 

technologies. Exploitation of the poorest 

and violation of their human rights has to 

stop. Biotechnology and economic 

development must be considered as one 

goal by governments. The green 

revolution is just beginning and efforts to 

ensure its significant effect on rural 

poverty are required. Significant effects 

which do not conflict with fundamental 

human rights. Since biotechnological 

applications are just emerging, they are 

just creating a new threat to human rights 

which is still in propagation.  

These examples mentioned demonstrate 

how agricultural biotechnology can be of 

great benefit for the poor and how rapid it 

is to use it against them.                   

 

 

Past UN Actions 

Within the United Nations several 

measures to reduce agricultural 

biotechnology’s risks were conducted.  

In 1992, delegates at the United Nations 

Conference on Environment and 

Development (UNCED) acknowledged the 

potential risks of agricultural 

biotechnology and decided that this new 

acquisition must be developed and 

applied under adequate safety measures. 

Therefore in January 2000 the Cartagena 

Protocol on Biosafety was implemented. 
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This Protocol serves as a supplementary 

agreement on the Convention on 

Biological Diversity, to ensure the safe 

transfer, handling and use of living 

modified organisms resulting from 

modern biotechnology. Moreover, it 

promotes the precautionary statement of 

the UN Rio Declaration  reaffirming 

Principle 15 were it says “where there are 

threats of serious or irreversible damage, 

lack of full scientific certainly shall not be 

used as a reason for postponing cost-

effective measures to prevent 

environmental degradation.” The 

Cartagena Protocol’s aim is to minimize 

the potential adverse effects of living 

modified organisms on biological diversity, 

taking into account the risks on human 

health and to ensure the proper 

environmentally friendly application by 

social responsible manners of 

biotechnology.  

The Food and Agriculture Organization 

(FAO) of the United Nations also stated its 

point regarding biotechnology in 

agriculture on the FAO Statement on 

Biotechnology.  

Further, the United Nations Development 

Programme fully supports the applications 

of biotechnology in order to combat 

world’s poverty and has numerous reports 

to this matter.          

However, regarding the protection of 

existing human rights little has been done. 

Violated human rights are described and 

stated on the International Covenant of 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

(ICESCR). The association of agricultural 

biotechnology being a threat to human 

rights is just emerging and on its very 

beginnings.   

 

Questions a Resolution Must Answer 

Taking into account that less has been 

done to protect human rights from being 

threatening by agricultural biotechnology, 

several measures have to be considered in 

order to implement agricultural 

biotechnology in a manner which respects 

and helps human rights to prosper. Here 

are the questions the Council should 

answer in any resolution:  

 How can biotechnological 

applications, such as the 

terminator gene, which threaten 

human rights and are able to 

deepen poverty, be hindered? 

 How can be avoided that 

multinationals in this field violate 

human rights and how can the 

governments more effectively 

control this actions?   

 Which strategies should 

governments apply before 

implementing agricultural 

biotechnologies in its countries in 

order to ensure the correct 

application of biotechnology and 

avoid exploitation from poor 

farmers?  

 How can developing countries be 

integrated in biotechnological 

research in order to defend their 

interests since they should profit 

the most? 
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 How can be ensured that 

agricultural biotechnology is pro-

poor? 

Suggestions for Further Research 

For a proper start delegates may, also for 

this issue, first enter the UN Human Right 

Council Website and follow the indications 

which were given for the first topic. Focus 

should be on the human rights stated in 

the International Covenant of Economic, 

Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR). 

Information about biotechnology in 

agriculture can be searched on the Food 

and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

Website. The Convention on Biodiversity 

and further Protocols mentioned before 

can be read on the Convention on 

Biodiversity Website. Guidelines and 

strategies for pro-poor implementation of 

agricultural biotechnology can be found 

on the Website of the United Nations 

Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) 

and their reports for sustainable 

development such as “Harnessing 

Technologies for Sustainable 

Development”. For further research, 

delegates may also look for novel 

biotechnology implementations and their 

development at the United Nations News 

Center.      
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